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We extend the warmest welcome to all worshipping with us today.
No matter who you are: if this is your first time worshipping with us, if
you haven’t been here in a while, if you are here regularly, if you are
seeking a community of people trying their best to follow Jesus, if you
are curious about Jesus, or even if you are not entirely sure what or
who you are looking for; know that you are welcome in this place, and
we are so glad you are here! If this is your first time with us, we ask
that you sign our Friendship Book, so that we might pray with/for you,
get to know you better, and check-in with you from time to time.

Holy Communion is open to all. In this church, we preach, teach, and
confess that this is the table of Jesus. It is Jesus who invites you to His
table. You need not be a member of this church, or any other church;
anyone who desires a deeper walk with Christ is invited. The ushers
will direct you to proceed up the center aisle. You are invited to take
an empty, individual cup from the silver tray near the baptismal font,
and red wine, the blood of Christ, will be poured for you at the altar
rail. You will also find red grape juice, the blood of Christ, in sealed
individual cups in that same tray. As you come to the altar rail, you
may stand or kneel as you are able, and the minister will place bread,
the body of Christ, in your hand. If you are in need of a gluten free
host, please let the minister know. If you prefer not to receive the
Communion elements, Jesus still invites you into His Holy Communion;
at the altar rail you may fold your arms and the minister will pray with
and bless you.

We believe the varied sounds and actions from children of all ages
during worship is evidence of Jesus among us, and bears witness to
the life, growth, present and future of the Church. If your child makes
noise, you are not bothering anyone, you are blessing everyone. If you
would like an activity bag for your child during worship, please ask the
greeter who handed you this bulletin. Alternatively, if you wish to step
out of the sanctuary with your child, we have set up a quiet room
which streams our service, all the way down the hallway, past the
bathrooms, in the last room on your left.

We stream our worship service on a private zoom link and publicly on
Facebook, for the sake of those who cannot be with us in person.
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PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.

Please rise, in body or spirit.

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, the Father, the * Son, and the Holy
Spirit, one God, who forgives all our sin, who’s mercy endures
forever. C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God, and of one another.
(We pause for reflection)

P: Gracious God,

C: Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been
saved. In the name of *F Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith. C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: Jesus Shall Reign — LBW (Green) — 530, verses 1-
3.



Jesus Shall Reign
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE Cantor chants first line, congregation sings the rest
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible
fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that
love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.
Please be seated

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What
if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all
the wrong that we did to him?” ¢ So they approached Joseph, saying,
“Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: |
beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in
harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants
of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.
8Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We
are here as your slaves.” *° But Joseph said to them, “Do not be
afraid! Am | in the place of God? 2° Even though you intended to do
harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a
numerous people, as he is doing today. 2! So have no fear; | myself
will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them.

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13
1Bless the Lorp, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s

holy name.

2Bless the Lorp, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits

3who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases;

“who redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with
steadfast love and mercy;

>who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is
renewed like an eagle’s.

0 LorD, you provide vindication and justice for all who are
oppressed.



’You made known your ways to Moses and your works to the
children of Israel.

8 Lorp, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love;

dyou will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your anger
forever.

0You have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid us
according to our iniquities.

1 For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is your
steadfast love for those who fear you.

12 As far as the east is from the west, so far have you removed our
transgressions from us.

13 As a father has compassion for his children, so you have
compassion for those who fear you, O LoRD.

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12

1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of
quarreling over opinions. > Some believe in eating anything, while the
weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those
who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those
who eat, for God has welcomed them. * Who are you to pass
judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they
stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make
them stand.

>Some judge one day to be better than another, while others
judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own
minds. ® Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also
those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while
those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.

’For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves.
81f we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so
then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. ° For to
this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both
the dead and the living.

' Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you,



why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand
before the judgment seat of God. ! For it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall give praise to God.”
1250 then, each one of us will be held accountable.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
Please rise, in body or spirit.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Congregation sings acclamation once.
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HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord

21 peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins
against me, how often should | forgive? As many as seven times?”

22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven
times.

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 2* When he began
the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought
to him, 2>and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold,
together with his wife and children and all his possessions and
payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” 2” And
out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave
him the debt. 22 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one
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of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him
by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” 2° Then his fellow slave fell
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay
you.” 3°But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until
he would pay the debt. 3! When his fellow slaves saw what had
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported
to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him
and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because
you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your
fellow slave, as | had mercy on you?’ 3* And in anger his lord handed
him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 3°>So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive
your brother or sister from your heart.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

After the sermon, please rise, in body or spirit, as we lift our hearts and voices
together in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY: Where Charity and Love Prevail — LBW (Green)
- 126.



Where Charity and Love Prevail
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1 Wherechar -i -ty and love pre- vail, there God is ev - er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho -ly fear, God’s char - i - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ,God’s ho - ly Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be un-known; let all con - ten - tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,

brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo -ry that we seek; be his our on-ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen - tle - ness.

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Omer Westendort, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842
Text © 1960 World Library Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTLES’ CREED

A: Lets us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed,

C: We believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. We believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our
prayers, confident that God hears us.

A brief silence.

A: Move your church throughout the world away from judging and
despising others. Lead us to embody the forgiveness you have given
us in Jesus. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy.
Protect those who care for farms and ranches. Guide those who lead
us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse
of the power entrusted to them. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately
free the lives of any who feel bound by their failures. Remember your
children in need. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving
our sin. Inspire each of us to welcome others for your honor and
glory. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A: With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in
that joy as we remember (name/s, and) all those who have gone
before us. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask,
and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always!
C: And also, with you.

P: Let us share a sign of peace with one another.
Please be seated
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OFFERING

Here at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, there are many ways you are able
to give. Our ushers will pass around an offering plate, in which you
can place your weekly offering. If you are attending worship online or
you simply wish to give online, you may do so by visiting our website,
hslceldersburgmd.org/give. We give thanks to God for the ways you
continually offer your time, talent, and treasure for the sake of God

and neighbor in our ministry.
Please rise, in body or spirit.

OFFERTORY HYMN

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to You: We
are an offering. Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands. Lord use
our lives, they are Yours. We are an offering; we are an offering.

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Let us pray, God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs
forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with
what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to
you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. C: Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

NP0 vOm
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PREFACE : It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at
all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that
you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but have eternal life.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
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P: Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send
upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for
life, whose fire rouses us to love.

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

P: Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the
fruits of the Spirit, that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty
with all the world. C: Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray the prayer our
Lord Jesus taught us, in the language of our hearts:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Jesus invites you. Jesus welcomes you. All are invited. All are
welcome. Come taste and see that the Lord is good! C: Amen.
Please be seated.

COMMUNION HYMN- Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Guidance for receiving
Communion is on Page 2. After all have communed, please rise, in body or spirit.
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless us and keep
us in God'’s grace, from now and until life everlasting. C: Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A: Let us pray, Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish
us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this
table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
C: Amen.

BENEDICTION

P: You are exactly who God created you to be. Created in Christ Jesus
for good works. Created and called holy. Created and called beloved.
Now go forth into the world in peace and be of good courage. Hold fast
to that which is good. Render to no one an evil thing for an evil thing.
Strengthen the fainthearted. Support the weak. Help the afflicted.
Show Christ’s love to everyone and let the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the +Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain
with you now and forever. C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN: This Is My Father’s World — LBW (Green) — 554.
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This Is My Father’s World
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1 This is my Fa-ther’s world, and to my lis-t’ning ears all
2 This is my Fa-ther’s world; the birds their car - ols raise; the
3  This is my Fa-ther’s world; oh, let me not for - get that,

na - ture sings, and round me rings the mu - sic of the spheres.
morn - ing light, the lil - y white, de - clare their mak - er’s praise.
though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the rul - er yet.
fa W
o e —— 1 e = :
Hes—1—e (- - - f I | f ™ | f  —— e i
L i t | - — I | I | I | ]
) T T T T
This is my Fa-ther’s world; I rest me in the thought of
This is my Fa-ther’s world; he shines in all that’s fair. In_the
This is my Fa-ther’s world; why should my heart be sad? The
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the won - ders wrought.
rus - tling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me ev-ry-where.
Lord is king, let the heav-ens ring; God reigns, let_the earth be glad!

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 18581901
Music: TERRA PATRIS, Franklin L. Sheppard, 18521930, adapt.

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace, be of good heart!

C: Thanks be to God!

A: Our purpose is to love God,

C: And bring people into a growing relationship with Jesus and his
church.

“We all serve as ministers in the mission of the Church.”

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2012 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23995.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
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ACTIVITIES AT HOLY SPIRIT LUTHERAN CHURCH:
Sunday (9/13)  9:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am — Fellowship
11:00 am — Worship w/Holy Communion
7:00-8:00 pm — Confirmation Class
Wed (9/16) 6:00 pm - ECLC Board Meeting
Sunday (9/20)  9:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am — Fellowship
11:00 am — Worship w/Holy Communion
Please contact Pastor Tom by email at HSLC.pastor@comcast.net if you
would like to meet, have any questions, or for any pastoral emergencies.

Upcoming Events Reminder: Please see the “Events” tab on our
website for all our upcoming events.
Parking Lot Eagle Scout Project: Volunteers needed for Saturdays:
9/19, and 9/26.
New Members Sunday 9/27 at the 11:00 am service.

Volunteers

This Week Next Week
(09/13/2026) | (09/20/2026)
Greeters TBD TBD
Ushers John F. Dave L.
Luke F. Luke F.
Acolyte Maryann F. Maryann F.
Assisting Minister Laura B Megan F.
Communion Laura B. John F.
Assistant
Lector Megan F. Laura B.
Altar care Holly deB. Linda L.
Fellowship/Coffee Krol TBD
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