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We extend the warmest welcome to all worshipping with us today. Whether this 

is your first time worshipping with us, you haven’t been in a while, or you are 

here regularly; we are so glad you are here! If this is your first time with us, we 

ask that you sign our Friendship Book, so that we might pray with/for you, get to 

know you better, and check-in with you from time to time.  
Holy Communion is open to all. In this church, we preach, teach, and confess 

that this is the table of Jesus, and it is Jesus who invites you to His table. You 

need not be a member of this church, or any other church; anyone who desires a 

deeper walk with Christ is invited. The ushers will direct you to proceed up the 

center aisle. You are invited to take an empty, individual cup from the silver tray 

near the baptismal font, and wine, the blood of Christ, will be poured for you at 

the altar rail. You will also find grape juice, the blood of Christ, in sealed 

individual cups in that same tray. As you come to the altar rail, you may stand or 

kneel as you are able, and the minister will place bread, the body of Christ, in 

your hand. If you are in need of a gluten free host, please let the minister know. 

If you prefer not to receive the Communion elements, Jesus still invites you into 

His Holy Communion; at the altar rail you may fold your arms and the minister 

will pray with and bless you.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwies8fchbvJAhUEwj4KHZIUBqEQjRwIBw&url=http://midwaypresbyterian.org/events/2013/12/22/joy-gift-service-of-lessons-and-carols&psig=AFQjCNFKxeoSlHX8pazDBuzbSh8C-JJo_Q&ust=1449072456858942
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Welcome 

Announcements 

FIRST READING               Genesis 3:  8-19 
8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time 

of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 

presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD 

God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 He said, “I 

heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 

naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 

Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 
12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave 

me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the 

woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The 

serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the serpent,  

 “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals 

  and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust 

you shall eat all the days of your life. 

 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman and between your 

offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
16 To the woman he said, “I will make your pangs in childbirth exceedingly 

great; in pain you shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for 

your husband, and he shall rule over you.” 
17 And to the man he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of 

your wife and have eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, 

  ‘You shall not eat of it, ’cursed is the ground because of you; 

in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;18 thorns and thistles it 

shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 

 19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the 

ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, 

         

HYMN:  “O Come All Ye Faithful” - LBW (Green)- 45 
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SECOND READING          Genesis 22: 15-18 
15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 
16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have 

done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will indeed 

bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of 

heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall 

possess the gate of their enemies, 18 and by your offspring shall all the 

nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have 

obeyed my voice.” 
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HYMN: “Angels from the Realms of Glory”- LBW (Green)- 50 

 
THIRD READING                Isaiah 9: 2-7 

 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied exultation;  you have increased its joy; they rejoice 

before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing 

plunder.4 For the yoke of their burden and the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor,  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 

blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For a child has been born for 

us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders,  and he is 

named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. 7 Great will be his authority, and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 

forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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HYMN:  “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” - LBW (Green) - 44          

 

 
 

FOURTH READING             Isaiah 11:1-9 
1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 

out of his roots.2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of 

the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his 

ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide 

with equity for the oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth with 

the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 

wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and 

faithfulness the belt around his loins.6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion will feed 

together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall 
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graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw 

like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 

weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or 

destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the 

knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

           

HYMN:  “Go Tell It on the Mountain” - LBW (Green) - 70              

 

FIFTH READING                   Luke 1: 26-35; 38 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 

Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he 

came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 
29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 

greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 

for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your 
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womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great 

and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 

him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to 

the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 

called Son of God. 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 

let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from 

her. 

HYMN:  “Angels We Have Heard on High” -  LBW (Green) - 71      

 

 
 

SIXTH READING                  Luke 2:1-7 

 1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
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world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken 

while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be 

registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While 

they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and 

laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room. 

 

HYMN  “The First Noel”- LBW (Green) – 56, vers. 1-4 .  

  

 
 

SEVENTH READING            Luke 2:8-16 

 8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood 
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before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I 

am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 

those whom he favors!” 

  15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went 

with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 

HYMN : “It Came Upon The Midnight Clear” - LBW (Green) – 54, vers. 

1,3, & 4.  
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EIGHTH READING                Matthew 2:1-12 

  1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 

Judea, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the 

child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the 

east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, 

he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all 

the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 

the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for 

so it has been written by the prophet: 

 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to 

shepherd my people Israel.’ ”  7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi 

and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 
8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for 

the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 

also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set 

out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the 

east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On 

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they 

knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 

they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having 

been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 

country by another road. 

HYMN:  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” - LBW (Green) – 41               
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NINETH READING                 John 1: 1-14 

 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into 

being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 

What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of 

all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overtake it.  6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 
7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 

light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 

world. 10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through 

him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, 

and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, 

who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
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man, but of God.  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 

we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 

and truth. 

HYMN: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” - LBW (Green) - 60   

 

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 

A:    Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for 
the church, creation, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 

A: God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our 
worthiness, but according to the abundance of your steadfast love. 
Grant us the courage to go into the world and do likewise. Hear us, 
O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
A: God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining 
stars sing of your love. Where we have desecrated your creation, 



13 
 

make us into a healing balm for what we have broken. Hear us, O 
God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
A: God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to 
enact justice, you suffer alongside us. Propel those in power to see 
you reflected in the faces of all they serve. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
A: God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s 
siblings. Pour out your compassion in every place your people 
suffer, and protect them in the palm of your hand. (We pray 
especially for . . .) Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
A: God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your 
eye. As you sheltered your son Jesus from Herod’s grasp, shelter all 
children in danger. As you comforted Rachel, comfort all who have 
lost children to violence. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A: God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones 
(especially). Even as we mourn, we offer thanks for those who 
have gone before us, trusting in your comfort and protection. Hear 
us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
A: With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our 
prayers to you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and 
eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C: Amen. 
OFFERING  
Here at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, there are many ways you are able to give. Our ushers 

will pass around an offering plate, in which you can place your weekly offering. If you are 

attending worship online or you simply wish to give online, you may do so by visiting our 

website, hslceldersburgmd.org/give. We give thanks to God for the ways you continually 

offer your time, talent, and treasure for the sake of God and neighbor in our ministry.  

After the offering has been collected, please rise, in body or spirit.       

OFFERATORY HYMN:  “Away in a Manger” LBW (Green) - 67           
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OFFERING PRAYER 

A: God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are 

the blessings you bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs 

of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your 

saving grace, through Christ our Savior. C: Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you.  
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word 
made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision 
of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to 
love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
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with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn:  
 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER &WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you 
for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the 
prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to 
your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.  
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.  
P: May the Incarnate One be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.  
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
P: May your Spirit be a safe cover of darkness, like the darkness of rich 
soil sprouting seeds, or the womb that cradles new hope. Come among 
us. Bless this meal.  
C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.  
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P: Word of God incarnate, you are merciful, and you love your whole 
creation, and with all your creatures we give you glory, through your Son 
Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever,  
C: Amen. 
    

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray the prayer our Lord 
Jesus taught us, in the language of our hearts: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  Joy to the world! The Lord is come. Let every heart receive  

       your Savior.  

 BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless and keep us in 

God’s grace, from now, and until life everlasting, C:  Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A:  Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this 

gift and ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us 

to discover the wonders of your love in the everyday moments of 

our lives, through Christ born in us. C:  Amen.  

BLESSING                                    

P: You are exactly who God created you to be. Created in Christ Jesus for 

good works. Created and called holy. Created and called beloved.  

May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth,  

give you peace. May God give us to one another, so we remember  

we are not alone. May God give us to the world to prepare the way for  

the  coming  kingdom.  The  blessing  of  almighty  God,  the  Father,  the 

+ Son, and the Holy  Spirit, be with you and remain with you now and 

forever.  

C: Amen 
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SENDING HYMN:  “Joy to the World”- LBW (Green) – 39 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

A:     Glory to God in the highest!  

C:     Peace to God’s people on earth! 

A:    Go in peace! Be of good heart! Share the gift of Jesus! 

C:     Thanks be to God.  

“We all serve as ministers in the mission of the church.”  

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2012 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23995. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved.  
ACTIVITIES AT HOLY SPIRIT LUTHERAN CHURCH: 
 
Sunday (12/28) 9:30 am –  Sunday School  

11:00 am - Worship with Holy Communion 
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Sunday (1/4/26) 9:30 am – Sunday School 

11:00 am - Worship with Holy Communion 

Please contact Vicar Tom via call/text at 443-841-9634, or by email at 

HSLC.pastor@comcast.net if you would like to meet, have any questions, 

or for any pastoral emergencies. 

Volunteers  

 THIS WEEK (12/28/2025) NEXT WEEK (1/04/26) 

Greeters TBD TBD 

Ushers TBD 
 

TBD 

Acolyte TBD TBD 

Assisting  
Minister 

TBD TBD 

Communion 
Assistant 

TBD TBD 

Lector TBD TBD 

Altar Care TBD TBD 
 

 
 


