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A Note from Pastor Robin
“God is good all the time—All the time, God is good!”

I

Inside this issue:

started out wanting this newsletter article to be different. There might
be one or two, but I firmly believe that nearly every pastor will write a
newsletter article on “thanks” for the month of November. I don’t think
it makes a difference what denomination, what size congregation, what
location of the congregation. The fact is, this is the month that we focus our
attention on giving thanks.
It makes sense! As a nation we do celebrate Thanksgiving Day. We
gather with our family and friends around a bountiful table filled with wonderful foods. We share stories and memories of years past, and we thank God
for all the blessings God so abundantly gives to us. Yes, it does make sense.
So maybe instead of searching for something different, we need to use
this opportunity as a springboard for the rest of the year. Maybe we need to
hold onto this “time of thanks” and spread it out month-by-month, week-byweek, and day-by-day until giving thanks feels like something that we automatically do all the time. Maybe if we stayed in this “mode of thankfulness,”
we would see in both the good times and in the times of struggle, just how
gracious, giving, and kind is our Lord and Savior.
With “thankfulness” in our mind and in our heart, maybe every newsletter article should focus on God’s graciousness. It is so easy to forget or
dismiss all that God does for us each and every day. Some of those things we
see and some of those things we don’t even recognize.
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My prayer for our congregation is that we always live in a state of
thankfulness. May you experience all of God’s richest bounty this month…
and the next…and the next! Because, God is good all the time - All the time,
God is good!

Inside this edition, you
will find words from
your Pastor, committee
reports, ongoing events,
upcoming events, and
other exciting news.
We encourage you to
take part and get
involved at Holy Spirit
Lutheran Church.
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Dear Family and Friends of Holy Spirit Lutheran Church,

A

s we enter the month of November and the final days of this council year, I find I am looking in two directions. I look forward and back. In the backwards glance, I can see the
places we've been. Your council has worked hard this year to grow with the needs of our
most dynamic ministries and grow them with our time and resources. We tried to understand resources as much more than the wallet, but also the people, the staff, and lay leaders. We
called AIM Linda and she has greatly enhanced our education opportunities, and worked continuously
to reinvigorate our communications. She and Pastor Robin are leading us into Stephen Ministry,
which builds on our traditions of love and care for one another, especially in times of need. We have
expanded our education facilities, which not only help our own Sunday School, but increase our opportunity to be present in the community with an expanded and welcoming preschool. We have increased our office spaces and secured our records and archives as well.
Looking forward, we still see Thanksgiving, Advent and of course Christmas to follow. The Apple Festival is around the corner November 3rd. With the Annual Congregational Meeting scheduled for November
18th, we recognize we still have work to do.
The congregational meeting is the business of the church. We see even more clearly where we have
been. It gives us indicators as to our health and general well being in mission. We gather to make
very important decisions as to the courses we are journeying for the coming year and it becomes the
road map of how we will get there. We select leadership to help guide and shape that course. And
perhaps most importantly, it is a time to remember that we must rely on the Spirit to direct each of
us.
Please consider your part in mission, and what roles you are inspired to take on in the next bit of
church history. Attend the Apple Festival and support ministry at Holy Spirit. Come and vote at the
congregation meeting and pray with us as we move ever forward with Christ. Spread the good news
of Jesus.
We are saved by Grace through faith! Amen.
Yours in the Spirit,
Beth Gray
HSLC president
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School in Need of Coats for Children
College Mentor Program & Cookie Campaign

Thanks to all who have volunteered to mentor our college students through letter writing and to
those who have come together to send a box of delicious cookies! It’s great for them to know how
much we think of them and are keeping them in our prayers!
Winter Coat Drive

As you clean out your closets this season please consider donating gently used, clean
jackets and coats. All sizes are needed and will be used for children who are in need
of them. Member Sharon Hindman, an elementary school teacher in the Prince
George’s County School System, will distribute them at her school.
Bag Meal Program
th

On November 14 bag meals will be assembled in support of Escape Ministries. These meals are provided to the homeless and residents in need of the service in and around Carroll County.

Preschool Gives Thanks

T

he Preschool children will be talking about the first Thanksgiving, families, and what they are
thankful for. Each child will decorate a T-shirt to wear to his/her Thanksgiving celebrations.
Stories about Pilgrims and Native Americans will be read every day. All of the classes will
make T-shirts that will be filled with Native American symbols.

We are working on evaluations to prepare us for the end of the month conferences. We continue to
study our colors, shapes, letters, numbers, and handwriting skills.
The preschool families have been working hard to get Silent Auction items for our annual Apple Festival on November 3rd. We will be hosting this event with the
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church. Please come out to support us
and the church in this event.

The Preschool is sponsoring our annual Breakfast with Santa
on Saturday, December 1st. This year we will be having our
annual Breakfast with Santa at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.
Please watch for more information to follow soon. We will
invite the whole church family to participate.
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VOTE Today!
Nominations Being Accepted for 2013 Elected Positions
Nominations are being accepted NOW for several positions, which are elected by ballot during the
2012 Annual Congregational meeting to be held November 18th. Positions with openings include:
Two Congregational Council seats for two-year terms
 Two Synod Assembly Representatives and an alternate, to the Synod Assembly, to be held
May 30th through June 1st, 2013 in Ocean City, MD




Three nominating committee seats for one-year terms

If you are interested in serving in any of these positions, or would like to get more information about
these positions, please call the church office, or contact any council member. Also, you can email or
call Will Stecher at (443) 791-1741 or williamstecher@comcast.net
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Who Wants to be a Stephen Minister?

C

aring ministry at Holy Spirit will be expanding soon as we will be choosing our first
group of Stephen Ministers. Their training, which will begin in January, combines sound
theological principles with contemporary psychology. The skills that the participants
will learn and practice prepare them to provide a very high level of Christian caregiving.

The training is intense because it explores some serious life issues, but it is also a growth-producing
and enjoyable experience. Since 1975, more than half a million people in over 11,000 churches worldwide have completed Stephen Ministry training.
The 50 hours of Stephen Ministry training is broken down into 20 2½-hour sessions. Among the
training topics are:


Feelings: Yours, Mine, and Ours



The Art of Listening



Distinctively Christian Caring



Assertiveness: Relating Gently and Firmly



Maintaining Boundaries in Caregiving



Confidentiality



Ministering to Those Experiencing Grief



Caring for People before, during, and after Hospitalization

As we prepare for this step forward, please pray for our efforts to find people who are willing to become Stephen Ministers. If you feel that God is calling you to this ministry, please see Pastor Robin or
me as soon as possible and we can talk about how you can get started.
- AiM Linda

Holy Spirit
Lutheran Church

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
2205 Old Liberty Road
Eldersburg, MD, 21784
Church Office Phone: (410) 795-6333
Preschool: (410) 795-2287

“Our purpose is to love God
and to bring people into a
growing relationship with
Jesus and His church.”

Pastor: hslc.pastor@comcast.net
Parish Administrator:
hslc.eldersburg@comcast.net
Sunday Worship Service: 8:30, 10:45 am
Sunday School: 9:30 am
For newsletter updates, please send your electronic
version to Lindsay Holbig at Lpodobnik@yahoo.com, or
contact the church office at (410) 795-6333, or leave your
printed copy in Ami O’Hara’s church office mailbox.
Updates are due the 15th of each month.

Visit us online at
www.hslceldersburgmd.org



November 8 - Bea Grant

To be added to the monthly Birthday and Anniversary List, please contact the office at (410) 795-6333 or
Hslc.eldersburg@comcast.net.

